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and which he was commissioned by Philip II
to reduce to entire subjection.

Among his first proceedings was the estab-
lishment of the "Council of Blood/' a
tribunal which condemned all whose opinions
were suspected and whose riches were cov-
eted. Many merchants and mechanics
emigrated to England. The counts Egmont
and Horn and other men of rank were
executed, and William and Louis of Orange
had to flee to Germany to save themselves.
Resistance was quelled for a time, but the
provinces of Holland and Zealand soon re-
volted against his tyranny. A fleet which
was fitted out at his command was an-
nihilated, and he was everywhere met with
insuperable courage. He was recalled, and
in 1573 he left the country in which, as he
boasted, he had executed eighteen thousand
men. He was received with distinction in
Madrid. Before his death he reduced all
Portugal to subjection to his sovereign.

AI/VERSTONE, Lord (formerly Sir
Richard Webster, 1842-1915), a distin-
guished English jurist. He was formerly
attorney-general of the United Kingdom and
British counsel in the Venezuela Dispute.
From 1900 to 1913
he was chief jus-
tice of England.
In 1903 Lord
Alverstone was
president of the
Alaska boundary
commission, and
voted with the
representatives of
the United States,
in opposition to
the claims of
Canada.                    LORI) ALVERSTONE

AMAL'GAM, an alloy or mixture of mer-
cury and some other metal. The principal
amalgams are with gold, silver, tin and cop-
per. These alloys are most commonly
formed by bringing mercury into contact with
the other metaL In metallurgy mercury is
used to extract free gold and silver from
their ores because of its power of uniting
with these metals. Tin amalgam is used for
silvering mirrors. Copper amalgam has the
quality of softening when worked, and of be-
coming hard on standing; consequently it
has been used for filling teeth.

AM'AJSTA SOCIETY, a religious sect
founded in Germany in 1714 by Eberhard

Gmber. A body of members came to the
United States, and after settling in New
York in 1843 moved to Amana, Iowa, twelve
years later. There are fewer than 2,000 per-
sons in the community, but they own 26,000
acres of land, much of it well improved.
They live in families, but the community as a
whole engages in manufacture, agriculture
and other industries. Meals are provided by
several families in common.
AM'ARANTE, the name of certain plants
whose flowers are composed of dry scales
that retain their color for a long time and
are often called everlastings. Prince's feath-
er and coseomb belong to this family and are
common in gardens. The globe amaranth is
used in some countries for decorating Ro-
man Catholic churches in winter. The
amaranth is a symbol of immortality.
AMABILLO, am a ril'o, TEX., the county
seat of Potter County, did not assume any
importance until 1900, having been previous-
ly the headquarters of a few ranchmen. It
is centrally located in the "Panhandle" of
the state, 336 miles northwest of Fort
Worth and 467 miles southeast of Denver.
The transcontinental Santa Fe and Rock Is-
land railroad systems serve the city, and it
also has the Fort Worth & Denver City
Railroad.
Amarillo is the commercial center for a
vast cattle country, and is one of the greatest
cattle-shipping cities. The surrounding
country is also rapidly increasing its wheat-
growing area. A new Federal building was
completed in 1916 at a cost of about $200,-
000. There are four national banks and one
state bank. The commission form of govern-
ment was adopted in 1914. Population, 1920,
15,494; in 1930, 43,132.
AMARYLLIS, am aril'is, FAMILY, an
order of plants, generally bulbous, with a
highly colored flower. They are natives of
Europe and most of the warmer parts of the
world. The order includes the snowdrop,
the snowflake, the daffodil, the narcissus and
the agave (American aloe). Many are high-
ly prized in gardens and hot-houses, and are
desirable cut flowers. The bulbs of some
species are poisonous.
AMATI, a motif te, a family of Cremona^
Italy, who manufactured violins in the six-
teenth and seventeenth centuries. Most of
the violins made by them are of compara-
tively small size and flat model. Nicolo
Amati was a tutor of Stradivarius.